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Chriſtian Faith, and the Com- 
pliments you have receiv*d for 
our moſt uſeful Labours, 
have inſpired me to do ſome- 
1 thing of the ſame Nature. I 
Perefore preſume to dedicate what I have ſo 


*; 5,54 
„ 

7 + 

2 

n 
1 


ne to your Lordſhip. For under whoſe 


| 1 


3 


Name and Patronage can they properly be 


q 

3. 

— 
9 


Iſher'd into the World, more favourably than 


Inder his Protection, from whom they had 
Heir very Being and Original? which alone, 
Way be ſufficient to make them acceptable. 
there is any Good in them, it is all owing 


19 


A 2 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| Clers to attend me with their TS A 


| gre reat 8 ity will not deny me coming in 
or 


a very fmall Pittance, the granting of which 


The W 


to your Lordſhip, in Imitation of whoſe er-! 
cellent Defence, they owe whatever. Is 55. 9 
luable in them. „ 

I will not de fire the Un iverſiti ties, or the 7 


for ff ce we write upon the ſame Subject, and 
our Lordſhip occaſion'd my writing my A 
houghts on the ſame Head, I am ſure your 1 


ſome ſmall ſhare of thoſe great Honours || 
done your Lordſhip. I will be contented with 


(I hope) reaſonable Requeſt ſhall always be ac- * 4 
knowledg'd as the grea teſt Honour done o, 7 7 


Dumblemn, Dec. 
Me * N Lord, 
Tour Lordſhip 1 's 
very humble rye. 
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it HE Subjects on which I in- 
tend to treat in this compendi- 
ous Diſcourſe, are concerning 
12888 God and Religion, eſteeming 5 
F 50ſ to be the moſt worthy and 
9 valuable Studies for rational 
Being to employ their Time and Thoughts about; 
and if they can, by the greateſt Pains and La- 
Four, come to any Knowledge therein, they may 
be ſaid to have attained the greateſt good this 
tranſitory Life can afford them, What can be 
more happy than to be ſedate and compos'd in 
all the various eAccidents and Revolutions of 
2 this ſhort and uncertain Station? And how can 
that ſuperlative Condition be hoped for, or other- 
* twiſe expefted, than by having a ſure Truſt and 
Confidence in him, who is able to deliver them 
from, and to aſſiſt them in the greateſt Wants 
and Neceſſities * And how can they truſt in him, 
doom they bave not known? And what can be 
more reaſonably coveted by Men, than to 1 
| 5 


A be ge, Jnped f, . I 


Rage of God 


520 


ſaid to ſerve God in a manner worthy of him 
that knoweth not God; ſo ns Man that knoweth 
any Thing of God, can 'po /fibly forbear wiſhing to 
be like God; aud that is wot to be attained Y 
beſt of Men, any more than by weak an imptr-. 
fe# Reſemblances, no more than by imitatis 


Sim in thoſe glorious and beneficial Attributes, 


his Love and Mercy, eAnd what can be more 
eAdvantageous to Mankind, than to be inflrutt- 
ed in the Knowledge of God ? The Man that 
ſhall endeavoar to inſtruct, and ſhall in any De- 
gree-prove Fortunate, may be ſaid to be like God, 
as (defigning the univerſal Good of Mankind. 
Theſe ere the Motives that firſt induced me to 
Put Pen to Paper on this Occuſion, and therefore 


with lifted — Hands and bended Rpees, with. 


Hopes = ence, in order to enable me to 
#he — I beg and implore the Divine 
of Mance. 


And 5 tan be more defirabi 15 Al es 
— 25 to be like God? Theſe tv have a tear. ie 
Rotation one #0-the other ; for as no Mair car be 
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AND THE 


SHALL begin my Diſcourſe with 
| Gop, and I queſtion not to make it 
evident, that the God the Fews 
worſhipped was the only true God. 
All Nations, even the moſt barba- 
rous and ignorant, believed a Crea- 
tor and Supreme Governor of all 
Mien and Things, which they called by ſome Name 
ZFhich meant the ſame we do when we ſay Gop. I 
Fant affirm from whence, or how they came by thoſe _ 
Notions, the Time is fo long paſt, and there being 
ho Remains of Hiſtory left to guide us, it is proba- 
ple that downright Reaſon might teach them, or a 
read imprinted in the Minds of them originally, 
night inform them, or they might receive them by 
8 radition from their Forefathers, which in time by 
g e | | Ne 
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Neglect grew fabulous and imperfect. The moſt ſa. M 18 
vage and ignorant had not only Notions of God and n,. 
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have been able to have found out that Religion which 
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| Tance and Folly of the Heathen Idolatry. 


ſiderations and natural Reaſon might dictate to 
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a Creation, which were mixed with ſtrange Fancies f 
and Inventions, but alſo Stories alluding to the uni- 


- 
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verſal Deluge, and the preſerving of one good May 
that truely ſerved God. And we may OE from 
what occurs to us from our preſent Circumſtances 
and Practices, from. our corrupting the written 
Word of God, under colour of Interpretation; tho 
we hear it, and conſtantly read it, and may have . 
Recourſe to it on all Occaſions, yet we find ſuch dif- 
fering Opinions and Practices, that we may conclude 
for all our great Learning, our refined Notions, Pra 
our Aſſurance and high Conceits of our ſelyes, that 
if our Religion had been only delivered to us by 
Tradition long before theſe Days, we ſhould not 


a „ 


= HF: 
: 7 her 
is ſo eaſily underſtood, and of ſuch Advantage to be M&,, 
taught. E ar this Reaſon ther efore 1 ſhalt , hardly % 
quote any Father or Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtorian, but ad- Eo 
here only to the Revealed Written Word of God, ⁵⁶ 
delivered to us by the Inſtituter of our Faith, and 
C 
There is no room for us to wonder at the Igno- i 
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Tas} us, had we not had the Advantage of Reyealed 
and Religion to direct us. We might from due Con- 
cles ¶ nderation underftand that the Creation had not 

ade it ſelf, that therefore there was a Creator, 


. — 


5 
4 


by helieve, that ſince God had taken ſuch paternal Care 
not f all his Works, and hid made Man Lord over 
1ch hem, that he ought in ſome Meaſure to be like 
be Pod; and that it was his Will that he ſhould be 
Fender and compaſſionate to every Part of the 
FLreation, and that in a particular Manner, one 
Man ought to be Juſt, Loving, and Helpful, 
ind o another, becauſe they were not only part of the 
me Creation, but alſo of the ſame Mould and 
Maſs ; of the ſame Family, and of the ſame Origi- 
Pal, as well as of the ſame moſt excellent Part of the 


[4 


Freation. He might alſo conclude, That the ſame 
Freat Power which was pleaſed to make all Things 
Ja manner unmtelligible to him, did, and would, 
FFovern all Things in a manner inviſible to him. 
Mie might alſo fancy, nay, I may ſay, rationally 
Ponclude, That ſince there was ſuch an Order in 
ZErery Thing he did ſee, there could be no leſs in 
hat he did not ſee. He might well therefore con- 
Nude, that ſince God had made ſuch a plentiful Pro- 
Fiſion, and ſuch a delightful Place # Abode, for 
ie Habitation of his earthly Deputy, Man, that 
on- ihe Seat of Glory which God had made for himſelf, 
to nd that eternally happy Company he had created 

= — worthy 


worthy of his more immediate Preſence, muſt ex- 
ceed all Imagination. And as he ought to praiſe God 
for the unſpeakable Things he had done for him, {ſo 
he could hardly forbear, nor wonld it ſeem unlaw- 
ful to wiſh, to be with God, in that Place of Glory 
and Beatitude ; and when he ſaw ſome Men, with- 
out Regret, wade thro', and break all thoſe Divine 
Impreſſions naturally imprinted in Man, to gratify 
his Luſts and Appetites, he might well believe, that 
the Wiſdom and Juſtice of the great Creator had 
alſo appointed a lime and Place for a future Rec- ho 
Koning, to reward the Good, and to puniſh the fo 
Than reſſars. And tho without a Revelation gͥłe 
could not be certain, nor tell how to deſcribe, oer 
call it, yet from Reaſon he might have Grounds to 
believe a future State, and a Reſurrection. He 
might alſo take it to be his Duty and Intereſt, not 
only to praiſe God, but alſo to pray to him to direct 
him, and to protect him in all his Actions and. Un- 
dertakings. 8 „ 
Thus, I believe, I have demonſtrated, that Re- 
ſon and Natural Religion, would direct us to the 
very ſame Things, which, in a manner, are requi- 
red of us by our moft Holy and Revealed Religion. 
And, I, hope, I have not in any Thing offended, 
when I make it appear, That the Chriſtian Religion 
is a Rational Religion, and requires no Hardſhips 1 
from us; nothing, in a manner, that occurs to me, 
but what refined Reaſon, which is due Conſiderati- 
on, would dictate to us, and perſwade us to. 9 
It is certain, that tho God knows Man, and what 1 
is in Man, yet, that Man knows God no more, 
no further, than it has pleaſed God to reveal 
himſelf to Man. And from hence I ſhall proceed, 
and make their Folly appear, their daring Impu- 
dence notorious, who from their own empty Inter- 
pretations upon thoſe Places of Scripture, in which A 
It has pleaſed God to reveal himſelf to Mankind, 
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vill damn and confound all the reſt of Man- 
Jod kind, who will not exactly comply with, and aſſent 


to what their Fancies dictate, and their Pride 
makes them think they know better than others. 
nut before I come to that, I will make a tranſitory 
Vigreſſion, and inquire into all Religions that have 
been, or now are, in the World. 

As for the old Heathen Religion, it was in ſhort 
= this, They were conſcious to themſelves, that an A- 
doration ought to be paid ſomewhere, but where, or 
I how, they knew not; and ſome among them, famed 
for their Piety, and reverenced for their Wiſdom, 
N cooked them up ſomething that was palatable, from 
their own Inventions, and from the imperfe& Tradi- 
tions of their Forefathers; they made them Idols, and 
ſettled a Prieft to the Honour of the Idol; they vain- 
ly concluded, that becauſe God had made Man, that 
XX Man might make God. Some of them pretended a 
Converſation with their Gods, and endeavoured to 
eſtabliſn a Religion from the Direction of the God 
they pretended to converſe with. Others made 

2X Gods of their Legiſlators and Benefactors, and or- 
dered them Prieſts, and paid them Divine Honours; 
they brought Offerings, and made Oblations, which 
TX gratified the Prieſts Humour, becauſe it filled their 
IF Pockets. The Prieſts of theſe Mock-Gods invent- 
ed many Secrets, and Myſteries, and pretended, 
that from the Intimacy they had with their Gods, 
ti- they could N they told Wonders of their 
Oos, of the Power and Excellency of their Dei- 
ties. The Prieſts were Men, and it is very natural 
for Men, for cunning artful Trickſters, to ſtudy 
2X Methods to increaſe both their Honour and their 
d, YH Profit and the People believing their Prieſts, from 
their Office, to be Favourites of their Gods, were 

| 1 eaſily perſwaded to fancy what they had a mind 
h ſhould be true. They thought that it was in their 
Prieſts Power to do os good Offices with their 
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Gods. Sometimes their Cheats were too groſs, and 
wiſe Men detected them, and the Prieſts were 
brought to condign Puniſhments. As for their 
Idols, they were the Work of Mens Hands, form- 
ed by the Arts of Mechanicks, after the Form and 
Directions of the Erector; ſome they made with 
pleaſing Looks, finely guilded, carved, and Pane: 'z 
e th. cauſe the 
Efteem of the Beholders : Others they made with 
hideous Forms, and grim Countenances, to create 


ed, to attract the Admiration, and to cau 
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vi 

23 

by 
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a Reverence, to terrify Men into a Fear and Dread. 
Some of the Heathens paid an Adoration to the 


Beaſts of the Field, ſome worſhipp'd the Products 


of their own Gardens and Plantings. 


No Prieſts, or Se&, before the Papiſts, ever 
took a Compoſition made by the Baker, and b, 
the Charms of a few Words of their own making 
and utterance, turned that Compoſition, when ba- 
ked and ordered, the God they and the Baker had 
ſo made, and then eat him. And why ſhould they, 
refrain eating him, ſince they can never want new, | 


ſo long as the Corn grows, and Men and Women 


1 


1e moſt ridiculous, but the worſt alſo, was it in all 
Bales conſider'd, that ever wicked Prieſt invented, 
or filly Mortals ever believed. It may, in ſhort, 
truly be ſaid of it, that Corruptio optimæ eſt peſſi ma. 
In old Times there were many Deluſions of the De- 


vil, as well as great Cunning and Dexterities of the 


Pagan Priefts ; but all theſe were not able to with- 
ſtand the Light of the Goſpel: For after the Coming 
of the Meſſiah, after his Reſurrection, after his 
Doctrines were manifeſted, and confirmed by Mi- 
racles, and. made known by the Preaching of him- 


felf and his Apoſtles, the Oracles, the Deluſions of 


the Devils ceaſed ; the Cunning of the Prieſts failed 
them ; the great Diana of the Ephefians, her Prieſts, 
and Craftſmen could make no longer a Reſiſtance ; 

1 PRO 5 4-2 3 : „ ſas S their 
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can bake Bread? Certainly this Religion is not only E 


1 22 5 
nd their Gods were neglected, their Altars diſuſed, 
ere their Idols broke, and burn d, and the Heathen 


EZ Rites ſo defaced, and extirpated, that now they 
cannot be known, and Men now only laugh, and 
wonder at the Ignorance, Folly, and Superſtition, 


- cunning, proud, and covetous Prieſts. And it may 


eenſure us, when they conſider how far our Prieſts 
have miſlead us, who have the revealed written 


Word of God before us on all Occaſions, ready 


yet we ſhould ſuffer our ſelves to be cheated out of 
bh + ; © *q* 
pur Salvation, out of our Peace and Tranquility, 


vj from the Apoſtles, are founded only on great big 
Words, and empty ſhallow Reaſons. I ſhall there- 
fore, in my following Diſcourſe, diſtinguiſh and ſe- 


As for the Mahometan Religion, it had its begin- 
Ning from an Impoſtor, and was therefore of Neceſſity 
eſtabliſned by Force, and propagated by Conqueſt, 
no good Friends to Truth. The Rewards of Vir- 
tue in the next World conſiſt in nothing more, than 
in gratifying their beaſtial Appetites, Inducements 
more proper for Beaſts than Men, were they capa- 


i- ble of having any manner of Notions infuſed into 
chem. By the ſame Arguments you may again 
oblige Men to worſhip the long ſince demoliſhed 
Idols, and to pay Divine Honours to the Egyptian 
Ox, or their much admired Onion. This Religion 
therefore being eſtabliſned by Force and Conqueſt, 
= can- 


"21 
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ö of their heatheniſh Anceſtors, deluded by their 


ve, wiſer Poſterity may have ſome ſmall Reaſon to / 


to inform and direct us in all Difficulties ; and that 


yy them who call themſelves Prieſts, whoſe Preten- 
ions to that Title, from an imaginary Succeſſion 


hich are utter Enemies to Reaſon, and conſequently - 
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cannot be . or contradicted, by any other 
Argument; for no other Argument can poſſibly 
make due Impreſſions on them, and thoſe Argu- 
ments I want, and therefore I will proceed, and 
fay fomething in general of the Chriftian Religion; hn! 
I will prove its Verity, fhew its Excellency, and de- ne 
3 monſtrate its Antiquity ta be at moſt coeval with the Mel 
W World. I will alſo fhew you how. it is corrupted, Myth 
i and what it ought to be. One good Argument of Mar 
its Verity you have had, (viz.) That at its Appear- au 
ance the Devils were forced to diſappear, the Ora- 
cles ceaſed, the united Arts, and Cunning of their 
Priefts, were no longer able to ſupport their ima- 8 
ginary Deities; all falſe Religions vaniſh'd, and 
gave way when the true Light ſhined. _ 
We have no Account but from My/es, of either the 
Creator, or Creation. The Creation being for the moſt 
part before Man, it was impoſſible for him to know 
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from immediate Revelation from God; both of 
which are probable. For it is certain, that before his 
Fall Adam was a Favourite of Heaven, and con- 
verſed with God, and therefore muſt be informed 
by God of thoſe Things; and that he informed his Mea 
Poſterity, and that the Knowledge of thoſe Things Mc 
was delivered, and handed down, from Generati- 
on to Generation, by his faithfulleſt and beſt Pro- 
geny; to Noah, Abraham, and ſo on to Moſes. And i 
we are aſſured alſo, that Moſes converſed with God, 
and was inſpired ; ſo that if Tradition had fail'd, 
or any way miſinform'd him, the Spirit that inſpired rea 
him reaity'd all Errors and Miftakes of 'Traditi- 
on. And we may be aſſnred, that Moſes was inſpired, Font 
not from the Teſtimony that he gave of himſelf, but 
by the Miracles which he did, which confirmed the ntl: 
9 | | Im- 
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WE nmediate Revelation, and Favour he had from 

Cod. We may well therefore conclude, that what 
gu. Aoſes wrote was from Inſpiration; Moſes was the 
rf Author we know of, and his Writings are not 
nly now extant, and what he wrote believed, but 
he Religion he taught is now in being, and firmly 
elieved, becauſe it came from God, when moſt 
ther Books have periſhed, and there remains 
ardly a Remembrance of any other Religion; be- 
auſe they were only the Deluſions of Devils, or the 


nventions of wicked Men. This holy inſpired Moſes, . 


Pot only gives us the Hiſtory of the Creation, but 


4 t the ſame time comforts us with an Aſſurance of 
Mah, who was to come to reconcile the offended” 
Father to us. So that by this it appears, that the 


4 Weved, the fame the Jews expected, the ſame the 
g Mit of their Prophecies by Miracles and Wonders. 


AF Now I will endeavour to ſhew you the Excellen- 
ies of the Doctrines of the Chriſtian Religion, and 


; hat without Favour or Prejudice to any Party, or 


nſequence, if Men would praiſe. thoſe: 


e the 
eſſons that were taught them by the bleſſed Jeſus, 


- 


od, World, and to fit him to be a ſuitable Companion 


28 orld, what greater Happineſs than to be 
Pontent in one s Condition, to envy no one, to 
ear ill Will to no one, and to have a juſt and 


* 


he entire Confidence in all Conditions and Circum- 


ſtances, 


uſo of the Fall of Adam for his Tranſgreſſion, and 


hyriſtian Religion is the ſame Adam knew, and be- 
Prophets foretold, and that they confirmed the Cre- 


ex: for my whole Aim, Intent and Deſign, is to 
t Truth, which is now diſguiſed with Prieſt- 
aft, in a true Light. If one might judge of the 
4 E the Chriſtian Religion from what muſt 


ad his Apoſtles ; one muſt affirm the Intent of it 
be this, (viz.) To make Man truly Happy in this 


r thoſe more happy Beings in the next. What 
Freater Happineſs can be wiſhed for in this 
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(10) | 
fances, on him that is able to aſſiſt him; and to enjoy * 
the Pleaſure of a good Conſcience ? This, and more, 
is the true Chriſtian's Condition, and ſuch a Diſpo- 
fition muſt render him a fit Companion for thoſe 
ever happy Beings in the next World. How, in 
common Reaſon, can a Perſecutor, an Inquiſitor, 
tho' on religious Pretences, or how can à revengful 
cruel, bloody minded, covetous, froward, hard 
hearted Man, be thought to be a worthy Attendant 
on the all-merciful and good God? Or how can 
a contentious, wrangling, wicked Man, be thought 
proper Company for thoſe bleſſed Beings, that live 
in eternal Peace and Innocency, always bleſſing and 
praiſing God? | Red 
Now I will ſay ſomething of the Faith of a Chri- 
ſtian. It is required of a Chriſtian, to believe what 
God has revealed of himſelf, by his Son Jeſus Chrift, th 
or his holy Apoſtles, all which are contained in the 
New Teſtament, and that he is required to believe in 
the Words, in the manner in which it has pleaſed 
God to reveal himſelf, and no otherwiſe. Every 
Thing neceſſary for a Chriftian to believe, is con- 
tained in that Creed, that is called the Apoſtles 
Creed, though it may be, that Clauſe relating to 
our Saviour's deſcending into Hell, had better been 
omitted, it not being expreſly ſaid ſo in Scripture, 
and it being otherwiſe of no moment to our Salva- 
tion, it need not be made an Article of our Faith. 
If what I before mentioned, will be allowed as an 
unqueſtionable Truth, (viz.) That Man knows 
God no more than it has pleaſed God to reveal 
himſelf to Man; I may juſtly conclude, that nothing 
ought to be offered to nie to comply with, or aſſent 
to, as an Article of Faith, but what is not only in 
the Senſe, but in the Words alſo, in which God 
has been pleaſed to reveal and expreſs himſelf 
to Mankind; nay, I will go further, if you require 
my Aſſent to an Article in Words not 8 4 | 
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g's Co nes that maſt otter Foy Practices; —— 
I will lay open to your View preſently. - 
Ino you willtellme, that by the Method I pro- 

1 poſe,all all Schiſmaticks, Hereticks, Socinians, and — 


rodox, will be let into the Church: for they will all oum 
Nm what i is Laid 2 , will 


1 may OCC 3 7 
rally has been, the true End. and. Deſign of 
0 Creeds and Articles | of Faith, rep from 0 


1 differ about 
— Hoics rden 


— voy 
0 her their. IF; 


angues, 2 but not 


1 0 12 ol 5 
Ninds, that is; you may make Rogues of theni, bir if 


that can be of little Service'to Religion in my vl 1 


mom; nor in ſo doing, do you — gre 
„of doing as you: wauld be done unto; For 


ſuppoſs-che Socinian, the Heretick, the Hetero- 


do fhould-become Orthodox, and the- Orthodox 4 | 
ſhould: become Hererodox; for there is no more 
truly in it, but that thoſe in Power are Orthodox, 


and thoſe that cannot hor will not comply with thoſe 'F | 


in Authority, are 'Hereticks t: Now ſe you n 
 Hhould | happen to be pen to be an Hererick, would you be 


i coierted/by thoſe hard Argumen 


in wha God has not /plainty reveal d himſelf? Man 
vught not to be inquiſitrve, nor endeavonr by his 


ble: Labour, co ſind out more of God, than 3 


hat dr has pleaſed God to reveal of himſelf ; and 


2 tnot topretendto interpret orexpiain chat « 1 

; )difcovered and explained of: himſelf, in : 
— from thoſe exprefs'd by God. If the Ne 

Words uſed b by God Are plain, can you pretend to 0 N 


Uſe better ? 


they are not plam, What Autho- 


. Lieg,/ or what Power, have you to explain hem 
more thim I have, vmleſs it is, that you are Ortho- ti 
dox, and Lam Heterodor 2 If in cheſe Cafes. you ſn 


8 alter the Words; it may be termad not 5 4 
and too inquiſitive ardinjudivious, but ſmful alſo, 


ring an Aſſent front otlie 
— — hts; ib not only Dove: 


rows, br — Vac nt. 12 in they are no where 1 


rene y Seriprare; chey are: next of a | 
Conſequence 5. for if one | 


chr — 27 zermoſt may, or indeed, one Council 

oh 1 * (for their Ex- 
; eat when they make 
. — — th han Ga did uſe, let them 
cl dem hat n . dea 1 


nut Oereainry can we be at in Matters of the 


— Concern ? For if one Man'ſ 2 


in 


2 


2.2 
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; . 
in Power, if one Council may add or interpret 
Atietneſs ſake, be farced to come to this Reſolution, 
ror either that Men muſt believe as their Governors 

ould have them, or tlrat their Governors o 

ot to interpret for them, nor require their Afl 
eo any Article in Words not expreſſed and made 
uſe of by God. Ihe Liberties taken by ſome to in- 
© iWerpret;; and the Impoſitions on others, to force 
u them t0 believe thoſe Inventions, may be truly {aid 
eo be Unchriſtian; for they experimentally tend to 
rake, and do make vifibly, 2 in Chriſt's 
hurch. And believe if we will take the Pains to 
sen quite into the Bottom and Original of moſt af 
ur Creeds and Articles, they will appear to have 
and een meerly Teſts, calculated for that purpoſe; we 
rhat mall find the Drift and Intent of them to be a cun- 
in ung Device, for thoſe they hated, and knew they 
the ould not in Conſcience comply ; and by fuch _ 
d to Arts, they brought them under the Frown and Dif 
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ho- pleaſure of the Ortlodo . 
wc 5 = Surely: theſe were not the Practices of the primi- 
tive Chriſtian Churches. All that is required of me 
o believe, is what God has revealed in the Words, 
not and in the Manner God has been pleaſed to reveal 
o, himſelf, and therefore Athanaſiuss damning every 
high Flights, is Unchriſtian. And the Creed call- 
ed the Nicene Creed, for the high, unintelligible 

WE xpreſſons, not warranted. by Scripture, ought to 


e be omitted alſo. All Perſons that believe in God, or 
acknowledge God tobe incomprehenſible ; and whar 
do thoſe Men mean, when they make Explanations, 
=EX Additioiis and Interpretations of what God has re- 

veal d of himſelf ? Would they attempt by theirown 
Authority and Ingenuity, to comprehend what they 
and we declare to be Incomprehenſible? ſurely this 
90 G mut 


uy. © 

Muſt be loſt Labour: or, would they by their 
unwarranted ' Hardſhips and Impoſitions, force ts 

to be Separatiſts ? ſurely that were Unchriſtian, Mf 
and not to be juſtify d: or would they perſwade The 
us, becauſe they are in Power, they are inſpired 
and infallible ? Some of theſe they muſt affirm, or 
confeſs their own Shame and Impudence, when 
they require us to aſſent to C and Articles 
not warranted by Scripture. Power and Grandeur 
have not always been eſteem d marks of Infallibility, i 
or ſigns of being always in the Right, maſt certainly. 
And now as I have explain d the Chriſtian Faith, 
and have made every thing as plain and eaſy as Ican, 

I mean, as conformable to the Word of God; yet 

I muſt on thęre are many things difficult and hard 
to be aſſented to, by human Underſtanding; and 
therefore we ſin, when we add Inventions of our 
own Heads, unneceſſary and unintelligible Con- 
coits, and force them upon others as revealed Re- 
ligion. Human -Underftanding is not capable of 
conceiving, that a Virgin ſhould conceive, and that 

4 God ſhould dye: But there is ſomething in this 
Caſe more extraordinary than in any other I ever 
met with, or heard of; for the Improbability of it 
does in a certain Manner, in an extraordinary Cir- 
cumſtance, deolare, and prove the Truth of what 
Teemed ſo very improbable. At the Time of our Sa- 
viour's Birth, the Jeu were in Bondage to the Ro- 
mant, and were in no little Apprehenſion, that 

if they ſeemed to have favoured, or in any degree 
countenanced, one that was ſo much as called the 
King of the Fews, that the Romans would come and 

ke away the little they had left them. For that 

and other Reaſons therefore they uſed our Sa- 
viour and his Diſciples moſt deſpi ghtfully; they 
deat, bixftetted, and ſleę them as well as their Lord 
and Maſter; and that was all the temporal Good 
that mas to be hoped for, or expected by any one 
hat followed Chriſtianity. '' - "0" 
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So chat it was impoſſible that this Religion could 
receive any Advantage from Force or, increaſe out 
f hopes of earthly Rewards; nothing prevail'd but 
e Truth of it, which was foretold by the Pro- 
bers, which was declared and explained by freſh and 
W:nmediate Revelations from Heaven; all which was 
nanifeſted and confirmed by the mighty and wonder- 
al Miracles which were done. The Superior Pow- 


5 er of the Creator was demonſtrated, by the altering 


he Courſe of Nature, by the healing of Diſeaſes 
ea Diſtance, by a Word only, of thoſe that (ſpeak- 
ng of him in the Capacity he then ſeemed to be) 
e had never ſeen ; the raiſing of Lazarus from the 
WG rave, to Life, after Putrefaction, and raiſing 
imſelf the third Day after his Crucifixion, and his 
elegating his Power to his Apoſtles, after his Af 
Wenfon into Heaven, to do no leſs Miracles: Theſe 
WL hings: made the Finger of God viſible, and the 
over of God apparent in thoſe wonderful and 
maring Works, beyond the force of Nature to do, 
r Reaſon to imagine how twas done. Twas this 
nade Converts in defiance of the Terrors and Per- 
ecutions of the Rulers of this World, and at laſt 
nade the Rulers themſelves ſubmit to the Croſs of 
WChrift, and beconie Proſelytes and Followers of 
What very Jeſus, whom they, or their Fathers, had 
Wrrucified. 2 © M 2751 1309 200 
= This alone is ſufficient to prove the Divinity of 
he Author of our Faith, and to convince us that 
is Doctrines came from Heaven, and that they 
Wought to be believed by us, and obſerved. Could 
he Detractors from, and the Perſecutors of our 
4 4 66 have detected any Cheat or Im- 
Poſture in it, they would certainly have been fo far 
from becoming Converts, that they would in ſuch 
a Caſe have expoſed the Profeſſors, and by ſuch a 
@ Diſcovery, have ridicul'd. them, and have totally 
W demoliſhed their Religion, without any unnatural 
WW 5l00d-Shed, or horrid Perſecutions. Now 


660 
1 Nom 1 think I have proved, ſuffciently, the 8 
Antiquity, Verity, and Gredenda of. the Chriſta 
gion... Give me leave, in à conciſe Man- 


ner; to ſhew the n of our Religion, further 1 


eee. | 
they as y as they are well 
1 would make a Kingdom of Hea e 
Earth; for. ve ſhould — live in perfect Peace, 
and Concord. I will ſet — the Heads 
dich readi Occur to 
1 It is ne A r 
Things, and — Neighbour as himſelf; by which 


more by his Actions, than by his | 


FEAT e ; and he muſt ſnew his Love to 
bis Diighbour — forgive him, he muſt aſſiſt him in hig 


| with, him, and forbear proy him or injuring 
; he muſt be obedient to the Magi irate in all 
layful Things; he muſt rather ſuffer — take up 
offenſive Arms, nay, defenſive, even for his own 
Preſervation: theſe and many more excellent Prin- 
caples, are inculcated to us by the Word of God. 
ere our Practice any way comparable to the 
Leſſons the Goſpel teaches us, Chriſtian Unity had 
long ſince inlar regs i its Boundaries, and we ould 
not ben have Peace and mn among Chri; 
Kjans- at home only, but Trangui uility would have 
* univerſally cablith d all over the World; 
or even thoſe Ba did not believe the Chriſtian 
Religion, muſt have valued: and eſteemed a Chri- 
; 264, for his charitable, obliging, good Behaviour, 
and divine Principles. But who has ſo hardned an 
Heart, as to forbear lamenting, and beholding with 
Sorrow, the Bloodſhed, the Seas of Blood, that 
have been let out, and ſpilbd by thoſe that act con- 
trary to the Principles of the Chriſtian Reli — 
* — are pleaſed to _ * call them n 
ri- 


ts; which, were 


he mufldemonſtrate his Love to God, by obeying his ; 


Necaſſities,  admoniſh him for his Good, bear E 


Chriſtians à How many Millions of popr innocent 
Creatures have the Spaniards | butchered. in America? 
Ho many hundred thouſands of better Chriſtians 
than themſelves, have their religious Wars, their 
W Inquiſition, and other Cruelties eonſumed? | How 
many thouſands have the Bench martyred in cold 
Blood; honeſt, good, great Men, drawn. into their 
Net, by Invitation to a Wedding, under pretence 
and colour of Friendſhip, and of eſtabliſhing a per- 
have the Dragoons, the Gallies, the Faggots, con- 
ſumed, worried, and converted? Theſe were not pri- 
« mitlve Methods, or their Arguments; and with hat 
to MY Pleaſure have theſe horrid Sacrifices 9 
is che Pope, and his Chriſtian Cardinals? How many 
Regicides, Gunpowder-plotters, and Conſpirators, 
nd other deteſtable Villains, have the Church of 
co the Church? How many 'thou! have their 
bloody unehriſtian Doctrines expoſed, and brought 
to unjuſt Puniſhments and ſhameful Deaths, by 
the moſt exquiſite Tortures arid unheard of Cxuel- 
ties? But at this Time, that not being the Buſineſs 
I have in View, I will only give one Inſtance af 
leſs than one Century s ſtanding in Fapar, —— 
be ſefnits had, by their cunning Arts and In- 
Gnuations, got much into the Favour of the Jana 
ages many Princes, and whole Countries, became 
their Converts : Some Princes were affected with 
fuch a warm Zeal, that they went from that remate 
dountry to Rome, in great State, to kiſs his Holi» 
dels s Toe. In return for theſe Civilities, and xo 
expreſs their Gratitude; the Jefwts- intended to 
have Tubjugated this large noble Country to the 
ze, and in order to it, they raiſed a great 
Army of their deluded new Converts to afſiſt the 
Partuguette'; but their Villany met with the Succeſs 
N ir 
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it deſerved ; the Army was defeated, and not oiily 
the new Converts, but even the Jeſuits, many of 
them, choſe rather to abjure the Chriſtian Religion, 
than undergo the inſufferable Tortures prepared 
for them. And the Japaneſe made a Law, to ill by 
thoſe Severities, any Prieſt, or Papiſt, that again 
Tet Foot on their Country; and above One Hun- 
dred Thouſand of the Deluders, and Deluded, 
periſned in this Undertaking. By this you may 
perceive, the temporal Misfortunes, as well as Sin- 
ulneſs, when we act contrary to our moſt Holy and 
Wiſe Religion. But our Religion no where for: 
_ bids us making Examples of Malefactors and Con- 
 Hhirators ; and ſuch theſe Men's Principles make 
them, and as ſuch they may and ought to be puniſh- 
ed, where-ever they ſet Foot out of a Popiſh Coun- 


try. But enough of thoſe who have no Pretence to . 
be called Chriſtians, becauſe they act ſo directiy 0 
contrary to the Doctrines of the Bleſſed Jefus ; tho 


from him they are called Jeſuits. Give me leave toi 
ou one remarkable Story more, tho of a longer i 
- Henrythe Third of France killed the Duke of Guiſe, 
and his Brother the Cardinal, to prevent their kil- 
ling him; the Dutcheſs of Monpenſer, their Sifter, 
was ſo exaſperated at the Loſs of her Brothers, and 
her very great Diſappointment, that ſhe proſti- 
ruted her {elf to a vile Rackat Fryar, to ingage 
him more nearly to her, to be the Inftrament 
of her Revenge, more than to gratify her Luft. 
The holy Bargain was drove by this religious 
Contract, and Clement had an eaſier Way of perpe- 
trating this Fact, becauſe that weak Prince was very 
fond of Fryars. Clement killed the King, and was him- 
elf killed on the ſpot, and our holy Father the Pope, 
and the other ſpiritual Princes at Rome, ed 
the Fryar, and extolled the Action; and had not 
his Body been conſumed, and bhurnt to Aſhes; - 
- theſe 


; | : ( | 19 J 
thoſe Aſnes tlirown into the River, every Inch of 
him had been of ineſtimable Value, a Relict of a 
holy renowned Martyr. It is true our holy Father 
the Pope is St. Peter's immediate Succeſſor, and is 
therefore infallible; but he, and the other Succeſſors, 
approved the Fact, otherwiſe I ſhould have pre- 
timed to have queſtioned the Merit of it, not find- 
ing ſuch Proceedings warranted by St. Peter, or any 
other of the Apoſtles, or by the Practices of the 
Primitive Church. But to come nearer to my in- 
er r gearing nt 
Our Clergy, who ſet fo great a Value on their in- 
delible Character from their Apoſtolical Succeſſion 
derived from Rome, from ſuch venerable Hands; 
yet they don't pretend to all the Powers the Popiſh 
Prieſts claim as their Inheritance; they don't pre- 
tend to Tranſubſtantiate, and their Power in many 
W other Things ſeems ſhorten'd ; but that, it may 
be, proceeds from their great Modeſty, for their 
Power is really as ample as any Popiſh Prieft of 
them all. If the Popiſh Priefts rob on the Highway, 
murther, raviſh, or, indeed, commit any Crime, 
they are not accountable to the ſecular Powers; but 
ſuch is the Modefty of our Proteftants, that upon 
ſome of theſe Accidents they will ſubmit to be 
hanged; or ftand in the Pillory, according to the 
Degree and Nature of the Crime they have com- 
mitted. The Modeſty of our Clergy is fo great, 
that they don't preterid to depofe, or kill Kings, 
nor do I remember that ever any of them perſonal- 
ly attempted it; but yet, by virtue of their Miſſi- 
on, they pretend to no fmall Power ; by virtue 
thereof they can interpret the Scripture , alter 
and corrupt the Meaning: They are oblig'd 
by no Oaths ; they can foment Diviſions, ſtir up 
Rebellions, pardon Traytors againſt their lawful 
and rightful Prince; and to juſtify their Pro- 
ceedings, they quote the Words our Saviour 
5 2 D | made 
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made N 00 chaſe Jews who tempted-hi 
Render tu Cxſar de Things that are Calar's.; . — 
weir Inſinuations and wretched Interpretations, 
the Prerender is Cæſar. And this Paſſage, for all 
2 for all our Laws, 3 —— 
terru Succeſſions, obliges openly, 
many underhand, to 3 — the Pretender s Inte- 
reſt. Caſar, we all know, had no other Title but an 
ufurped Poſſeſſion; and the Paſſage ſeems to intend, 
no more, but a: wiſe Anſwer to crafty Knaves that 
deſigned to intrap him; and if it intended more, 
it muſt de to oblige Subjects to be obedient ro thoſe 
Powers chat were ſer over them; to be juſt do them, 
to paykbem their Dues; and to obey them accord - 
ing cotheir Oaths and Luuy. This is agreeable to 
the otlier Precepts of the ſame Nature, delivered to 


us by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, which maſt neceſſa- 


rih, far all their idle Notions, oblige them to be 
ient to the preſent Government, and to own. 
no other. The Chriſtian Religion commands 
a quiet and peaceable Demeanour towards our 
. — 5 Amur and Gaod-wil towards each 
Another Excatlency" oh; obs Chriſtian Religion; is 
this, 3 — 3 

It; it requires no ments, no jugling Tricks, 
nor Myſteries, to be performed by the Prieſts to 
deeeive the People: Allthoſe Deluſians are Inven- 
tions of the Prieſts to ꝓromote their own Intereſt 
and Grandeur. From hence came their indelible 


Character, their apoſtolical Succeſſion, their Power 
of Binding and Abfolving, and their vain Preten- 
ces: But for all their fooliſh: Claims, there is no 

one Thing that a Prieſt is impower d to do more than 


a Layman, by any Authority he receives from his 
adored M ĩſſion. Our Religion is not only adapted 


for our peaceable and comfortable Lig with one 
another, bur is 3 in ey: un a ational Religion. 


As 
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quired of us to believe, we have 


good reaſon to believe, becauſe theſe Things were 
revealed and taught us by God himſelf, and that 
Revelation was 'atteſted/ by infinite Numbers of 
Wirneſſes, who ſaw the Miracles which' manifefted 
and confirmed the Certainty, that the Author of 
our Religion came from God, and was the Son of 
God. But as for the empty Pretences of tchoſe that 


value themſelves for being Priefts, they are only 


Contrivances, groundleſs Fancies of ambitious 
Men, calculated for no other Purpoſe but to make 
themſelves Great, and us their Vailals. - 4. a Tf: 

I Thave wrote on this Subject more at large in ano- 
ther Place, and therefore ſhalt: not now mention it 
any further, only I will repeat one Maxim I there 
laid down to try Religion by, and to examine every 


| Article and Principle thereof; and that was, 'To 


— how they agreed with the Attributes of 
At the firſt Reformation, the Reformers enlled 
the Pope the Whore of Babhlon, Antichriſt, and all 


the other ill Names they couid learn or find in 


Scripture; and yet nothing would ſerve their turns, 
but a neceſſity of deriving a Succeſſion from the 
Apoſtles from a popiſn Line, which Miſtake was 


the Parent of another grievous. and dangerous Er- 


ror; and that was, the admitting the popiſh Prieſts, 
if at any Time converted, to officiate} in our 
Churches, without more Ceremonies, and at the 
ſame Time it obliged them to refuſe and reject with 
Scorn and Contempt thoſe that were ordained by 
Proteſtant ſober Miniſters or Churches, at home or 


abroad. What was this more or leſs, but an infa- 


mous Reflection upon alt other Chriſtian Churches, 
and the giving an occaſion for Envy, Slandering, 


II-will, and Emulation, among thoſe who are Bre- 


thren in Chriſt, and ought to unite againſt the com- 
mon Enemy, who, like the Devil, goeth about, 
1 D 2 5 


up and down, ſowing Tares, and breeding Diviſions 
among us, ſeeking whom he may deſtroy? And, what 
is the Tendency af all this, but a Compliment, and 

an Honour, paid to the Whore of Babylon, or An- 
tichriſt, and, in a manner declaring, that for all 
the ill Names we give her, we acknowledge her to 

be a true Church? And by ſo doing we muſt come 
under this Dilemma: If we can receive Advantage 
only by the neceſſary Sacraments, when they are 
adminiſter d by a Prieſt deriving his Succeſſion 
from the Apoſtles, then, as our Caſe ſtands, it 
muſt be neceſſary, it muſt be of Conſequence ne- 
ceſſary, for us to receive thoſe ſo neceſſary Chriſti- 
an Orders from Antichriſt; or otherwiſe we muſt 
loſe the Advantage; and we muſt intimate at the 
ſame Time, that all other Proteſtants, for want of 
ſuch qualified Priefts to adminiſter beneficially 
choſe neceſſary Sacraments, are in a very dange- 
rous Eſtate as to their Salvation. This certainly 
cannot agree with the Attributes of God, and does 


as certainly 2 the Ignorance, Folly, and Pride, Ir 
of our firſt Reformers; which has ſince been ſup- ed, 
ported by the Arts and Prieftcraft of many of their ¶ to b 
Succeſſors, in order only to magnify themſelves, i by 1 
and to impoſe upon, and delude the People; and will 
this, were it alone, deſerves, and cries aloud for a ous 
ſecond Reformation. For otherwiſe, how can you tion 
expect to be at Unity among your ſelves, or hope the 
to prevail with others, whom you canſeleſly con- muf 
temn, to come into the Boſom of that Church, ſo orea 
truly charged with ſo many Abſurdities, Fooleries, to a 
and Unchriſtian Errors? Remove theſe Errors, re- Goc 
ʒject theſe Offences, take away theſe Prieftcrafts, whe 
; and build your Church upon the Foundation of WW ceiv 
Truth and revealed Religion, and it will prove an WW Wh: 
Act of a general Comprehenſion, and deſtroy that Sinr 
odious Act of Toleration, and bring all Proteſtants men 
intoane Sheepfold, under one Shepherd of their Souls, WM vant 
oC | 4 | Chriſt CO 


we 


n 
Chriſt Jeſus. Can it agree with the Mercies and 

uſtice of God to Mankind, to put Men into a 
1 of Deſpair, becauſe thoſe that went before 
chem neglected to take out, and regiſter their 

ſucceſſive Orders; or, like the Papiſts, turned Ido- 

laters and Antichriſtians? Can it agree with the | 
Attributes of the holy God, to put it in the Power © | 
of wicked Men to forgive Sinners their Sins, and f 
by Anathema's and Curſes to damn the Good and 
Righteous? From all which we may conclude, that 
the Hand that adminiſters the Sacrament, can no 
vays prejudice, or advantage, the Receiver; for 
it muſt be the Diſpoſition of the Receiver, not the 
Hand that adminifters, that can only render the 
W Sacrament beneficial or not; and if this will be 
granted, which I think can hardly be deny'd, why 
then, as the Caſe muſt and will ftand, there can 
and will appear little occaſion to derive a Miſſion 
from the Apoſtles on this great occaſion, for it can 
be of ſmall Significatio o. 

Indeed, I have not rightly weighed, or conſider- 
ed, how far it may endanger a Man, to pretend 
to be God's Ambaſſador by a Patent, if the Line 
by which he lays in his Claim, ſhould be broke. I 
will not ſay, but a Man that puts in ſuch a dubi- 
ous Claim, may chance to endanger his own Salva- 
tion; but this I dare affirm, that if he really has 
the Orders he pretends to, and would have, he 
-muſt, for his Impudence and Blaſphemy, run a 
great Hazard, by pretending to diſpenſe with, and 
to alter the eternal, and immutable Attributes of 
God. And what do their Pretences mean leſs, 
when they tell us, that we cannot beneficially. re- 
ceive the Sacrament but from an Hand ſo qualified? 
What is that otherwiſe, than to ſay, That if a 
Sinner, and impenitent Perſon, receives the Sacra- 
ment from a qualified Hand, he ſhall receive Ad- 
yantage by it? What Advantage? Why, they muſt 


mean, 
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mean, be put in à State of Salvation, by virtue of 


2 Power delegated to that legal Prieſt that gave it. 
And what do they mean, when they tell us, That 


an honeſt, good Man, ſhall receive no Advantage 


by receiving the Sacrament from one that has not 


an undelible Character? If they mean what I have 


here charged them with, it is ſurely impudent and 
blaſphemous; if they do not mean ſo, they will do 
well to explain themſelves, for I, for my part, 


"know not what otherwiſe they can mean. It is 


true, the Apoſtles could forgive Sins, they were 
inſpired, and knew the Will of God, and what 
they did by virtue of that Inſpiration, was, in a 
manner, done by God. And ſurely, tho this 
may rationally agree with the Wiſdom, juſtice, 
and Mercy of God; yet it is wholly inconſiſtent 
with . thoſe Attributes, to let, and permit, thoſe 


Powers to go by Succeſſion, and be placed in the 


Hands of vile wicked Men, who have corrupted 
the Scripture, and the revealed Will of God. 
This, therefore, cannot be ſo, and upon Inquiry 
theſe Pretences will appear Trifles, Fooleries, and 
mere Prieſtcraft, and their own Inventions, to mag- 
nify themſelves. 'It is evident, that theſe Men 
have turned the Doctrines, and Rules of the Goſ- 
| of Peace, into Aceldama's, and have, as much 
as in them lay, eſtabliſned Wars, Malice, and Re- 
venge, among all the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, 
whoſe true Religion is to love, and, which obliges 
them to love one another. And they have not on- 
ly inſtilled theſe Principles of Blood and Cruelty 
into their own Followers, but, in a manner, have 
forced them upon others who would be Chriſtians, 
and have, and own Chriftian Principles; for when 
they aſſaſſine our Princes, maſſacre their Neigh- 
-bours, or form Plots againft our Religion, and the 
Government, they force us, for our Preſervation, 
to make Examples, to enact fanguinary and penal 
; Laws, 


R 
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lese which nothing elſe could jukify. This is fo 
evident, that I need not inlarge upon it; theſe 
Men are therefore rather Followers of Devils, than 
of Chriſt, or his Apoſtles. And, can it agree with 
common Senſe, or ordinary Reafon, that it ſhould, 
be neceſſary to derive ſucceſſive Orders from theſe 
Men, to make us capable to adminifter beneficial- 
ly neceſſary Chriſtian Sacraments? , _ 
Moreover, all Chriſtians that do not deny the Di- 
Unity of our Saviour, muſt own, that as he was God 


he was inveſted, and armed with Power ſufficient, to 


have awed and reduced all Opponents, and that he 
could by force have obliged them to have acknow- 
ledged him for their "$i and to profeſs the Belief 
of his Goſpel ; but ſince he never made uſe of theſe 
e and ſince neither our Lord, nor his 
Niſciples, ever recommended them to the Church 
to make uſe of afterwards, we may depend up- 
on it, that it never was his Will that his Followers 
ſhoald ever make Converts by theſe Methods. And 
theſe diabolical Practices too much infected the Re- 

formation, which has not had ſo much its deſired end, 


becauſe it was not exactly reformed according to the 


Rules, and Truth of the Goſpel: Nor, indeed, 
could it well be, for Men of that Age were bred in 
all the Darkneſs imaginable, the Scripture had been 
kept from the Sight of the Laity for many Genera- 
tions, and the Clergy of that Age were not very 
learned, but they were ſo learned, as not to part 
with their indelible Character, their divine Succeſ- 
ſion, or their Chancellors Courts; there were ſome 
learned good Men, but they were too few. Theſe 
Dregs therefore of Popery then remained, and 
have continued ever ſince, and have been no 
imall cauſe of all our Miſeries, by giving an han- 
dle to increaſe the Pride of our Clergy, which firſt 
was no ſmall Motive to the late civil War, and our 
preſent Misfortunes ; and many other Evils _ 
_ "oo Doe 


9 vain, empty, groundleſs Aſſumptions, oces- 
3&7 n ; 4257 © 2613 
I obſerved before, that one Excellency of the 
Chriſtian Religion, was above all others conſpicu- 
ous, in this, that we had no Myfteries to be per- 
formed by our Priefts, there is nothing -to be per- 
formed by them, but what may be as well perform- 
ed by a Layman, as beneficially to all Intents and 
Purpoſes. You may ſay, a La cannot make 
a Biſhop, nor adminiſter beneficially the two ne- 
ceflary Sacraments : I muſt own it, that he cannot 
make a Biſhop, but why ? becauſe he has no Power 
ziyen him by Act of Parliament; for the ſame 
Reaſon he cannot marry. Was a Layman en- 
abled by Act of Parliament to make a Biſhop, 2 
Biſhop of his making would be, to all Intents, as 
good a Biſhop as the two Arch-Biſhops, with the 

elp of all the other Biſhops in England can make. 
If a Biſhop makes a. Biſhop contrary to the Form 
preſcribed by the Act of Parliament, I will not ſay, 
but that by the Courteſie of the Clergy, he may, 
like the Biſhop of Thetſord, paſs among them for a 
Biſhop, among their deluded Followers; but he is 
really no more, no better a Biſhop, than one of a 
Layman's making. | „ 
: i have in my other Writings made it appear, 
that the Congee Deeſlier, and the other Forms uſed 
in what they call conſecrating a Biſhop, is, if ex- 
amined with Eyes of Reaſon, a mock Service, and 
fit to be aboliſhed. Good God ! to what Abſurdi- 
ties has our Pride and Ambition reduced us ; we 
muſt ſupport our Succeſſion, or own we are no 
Church; if we ſupport it, we muſt receive our Or- 
ders from Antichriſt and the Whore of Babylon; 
for otherwiſe we cannot derive it from the Apoſtles. 
Theſe, and ſpiritual Princes, think they are never 
enough reſpected, According to their great Dig. 
nity, and from this exorbitant Pride, they bear al 


6 
e d de Dagens 
Prom hence came their* Fines and Im Iiſdfündenrs 
in Ning "Charles the Second's Time : From hence 
came — re to l William's Perf6i and 


er- 7ernmen unfortunate People 
er- ed Retle eaſed en their Oppreſſions by the 
_ Act of 'Toleration : From hence proceeded that 
and 


Unchritian Bill, to prevent Schiſm in Queen 
Anne s Reigr and the demoliſhing the Diſſenters 


ne- Places of orſhip: From hence came their blaſ- 
not pheming : King George, and the undermining of 
ver that very ü they were by their Oaths, 
me taken in the moſt ſolemn manner, obliged to ſup- 
en- port: From hence came an Inclination to ſu 


= Popery;, and more Evils than I have Time, 
hought, or Paper, to enumerate: From hence 
proceeded that very common Speech in their 
— IJ had rather be a Papiſt than a Presbyterian ; 


| * the Reaſon is plain, for in that Church the 
ay, Men of . Character are almioſt adored. 
4, No then, let. us fairly take under our Conſide- 


ration, what it is that dhoſe who call themſelves 
Priefts can do, or perform, that any honeſt, virtu- 
ous Layman, may not do as well as they. For! will, 
at preſent, have done with this beloved, pernicious 
| Succeſſion, and will proceed to examine into the Na- 
ture and Inſtitution of the two neceſſary Sacraments. 
| © Baptiſm was allowed formerly, and is allowed, 
to be - beneficially adminiftred by a Woman 
in the popiſn Church, the Papiſts having many 
Grind more appropriated to their Priefts ; but 
we having but two, cannot fo conveniently part with 
one from us. Now then, let us examine into the 
Nature and Inſtitution of Baptiſm: It was com- 
wanded as a neceſſary Duty by our Saviour; but 
We no where read it, that it was not beneficial, un- 

leſs performed. by the Apoftles and their Succelſors; 
and when it was inſtituted, it was meant, and in- 
8 E tended, 
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it canngt conſiſt wich the Juft 2 8 S to rein 
9 0 what. we did not, nor kne — — 
; e eb #4 conſiſt with, the. oo 
y, of e | ax, puniſh, us, 
— —— no fault —_— ours, vor poſſi- 
bix in our Power v0 have, performed z, N hat it 
ſeems mit probable, that. Fhe Chriſtian Churches 
when. they: baptized. Infants, took the 
relating to Baptiſm, ; to have: relation, only tg adult 
Perſons. converted. For if they h. concluded it 
* that were born of Chriſtian Fa- 
rents, and bred up Soldiers under Chriſt's Banner 
| e to he new bled, the n they muſt 
0 1 her La — A was nec them to 
I ir Baptiſm, and; to know that they were 
ze; —— upon the Alteration of the 
— ey the very Nature of the Thing was al- 
9951 they baptized —— This will be made more 
ident from conſidering the Conſequences; If thoſe 
. — were bred and born ſuch Soldiers, cannot be ſa- 
ved e and, if Infant Baptiſm is of no 
Signi „ in what Condition have theſe Men pla- 
ced the Salvation of the World, to gratify their dun 
Ambition? For, if Men are not capable of Salvation 
_ unleſs they are baptized ; and, if Infant Baptiſm is 
of no Signification, yet to ſhew their own. Autho-. 
rity, they will not allow of a ſecond Baptiſm, into 
Toe a kata Condition have they put Mankind? 


For 
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For this aſd follows + If Baptiſm is neceſfary 
thoſe thut are born of — Parents, and In 


from God's Juſtice and 


a virtudus Hand, it will be ſaved. 
impudent Prieſtrraft i 18 — with a Deſign only to 
magnify themſelves! F 


(645). | : 


for 


| til is of no Sightfication, it is p & for 
thoſe Reaſons, Men would keep their Chi aten un- 


baptizedrill ſueh — 4s they Kobe what it-intans ; 


and then in what State 1 8 lace thoſe Unfor- 
ware Wretches, who dy yo betet e come to ſueh 
Knowledge ? Thus you Tee into wh  Pabyrinths 
and diſmal Conſequences Pride forces Men, —_ or- 
der to maistain their Errors 4nd Falhocdg. The 
Truth chat will endure all Enquiries and Siftings, i is 
this (u. Adult Perſons, converted to Ch riſtiafiity, 
are obliged to be ba; prized, in order to make them 
ale of the Autan belonging to Chriſtlanis; 
and thoſe that have been b bre an and born Chri- 


ſtian Soldiers; need ts new Liſting, they cannot 
be converted; 


cannot rebounce their former 
Profeſſion; Infant Baptiſm kx > hg far be bene 
fielal, as to put ſtandef by y this inof- 
fenſive Ceremony y, of thè Duty daa. of Chris 
Soldiers; and certai 2 = Xtiſm, being 
of no other Signification; may be ied by one 
Hand as well as another. It is Miciendly proved 
Mercy, thar a poor mnocent 
nr is neither the Getter nor worſe for its 
eiche; and what do theſe Men mean, When ey 

f us that it is a Sacrament, and cannot he bene- 
ficially adminiſtred by any Hand but theif's-5' 'The 
meaning of this muſt be, if it means any, "Thin 
more than an Amuſement, In plain E i 
an Infant dies unbaptiz d, or b Pei df by any 


Hand not deriving ſutcefive Gttiers Bok tht 


Apoſtles, through antichriftian Line, it muſt be; ar 


leaſt, in a dangerous State; but if da iz d by fiich 
at horrid 
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There is no * made of it till the Night b 
our Sayiqur ſuffer d for our Sins, and then it — 
not ordered, 2 r do Ifinq it after his Reſurrection 
only adminiſtred by the Apoſtles, 
and their Succeſſors; this is all of the ſame Sort, 
2. F 5 rand, to enforce-the. 8. Nalidity, and.a Ne- 
not. obfery the Apaf e 
it ; we read that the Apaſtles practiſed, and that the 
Chriſtians met together to break Bread; but there 
is one Thing worthy. of gur Notice. The popiſn 
Prieſts, who dęrive their Miſfipn from the Apofiles, 
when they leis the Sacramental Elements, - pretend 
to apa ntiate them into God. Now our Prieſts, 


a piſts, exclaim againſt the Impudence and Abfurdi- 
y the popiſn 5 Priel, Pretending to make 
Az and yet by Ae their Orders from the 

its hey, and only they, can beneficially admi- 
-the.S acrament ; cho they cannot tran ubſtan- 
hut only give it Bread and Wine, as Bread and 
Wine. Nom thus the Papiſts cannot do.; nor did they 
ever mean or intend to give ſuch a Power to any they 


dere this I take to be more Con juration than 


eligigh, aloud as great a Miracle as tranſub- 
many more ſuch unintelligible 

2 have, to ſerve. their dark Purpoſes. 
They od almoſt, perſwade us that a Sinner re- 
celvis Sacrament, and. Abſolution from their 
; — zealous for the Church, is become 
regenerate, and in a good State of Salvation, and 
they an hearty, e and. good | Chriſtian, re- 


EH ? cel ring 


Wbliſh Love, Peace, good Nature, and — 
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let us define what this Sacrament is: The beſt Be. 
lee ende learnedeſt wiſeſt, 
and moſt honeſt Clergyman this Age has produced, 


and I never heard his Definition cenſured or contra- 
dided by any one ; and he calls this Sacrament 


the Feaſt of Love, and that the End and Deſign 


of it, was to put us in Mind of the great Love of 


Chriſt to us, who ſuffered and dyed for us, 
Sand to oblige us to love him, and to love one the 
other for his Sake. Now if this is a true Definition, 


it will appear that our blefled Redeemer left no 
Myſteries in that wiſe; holy and moſt excellent 


Religion, he introduced into the World, a Reh- 


gion worthy of its Author, and intended to eſta- 


among Men; and whatever Religion has not theſe 


Viens, call it Popiſh, Presbyterian, or what you 


will, it is not Chriſtian. The Chriſtian Religion is 
capable of being comprehended by the meaneſt Ca- 
pacities, a Religion, whoſe Duties ought to be in- 


culcated into Mankind; but nothing in it is made 


the better for Interpretations, or Explanations; 
from thence came all our Difficulties, Fooleries, 


Cheats and Diviſions, that 9 the World, 


and diſturbed the Quiet of Mankind; for Men 
are but Men, and as long as they are Men, will 


chey act like Men. All Interpretations and Ex- 


planations, have either ſome end in them, are cal- 
culated either for ſome particular purpoſe; or are 


the genuine true Thoughts and Sentiments of the 


Man: In either Caſe, if there is a Power to ſup- 
port their Opinions, it is very dangerous to op- 
poſe them. Men are not eaſy to have their Deſigns 


enervated, and if their Opinions are real, they are 
men the Children and O 7 


pring of their Brain; and 
Pride 
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Pride obliges them to thin their dwn Children tb 
eſt and moſt beautiful, and they cannot help'beigy 
angry with thoſe that beat, abuſe, ot call in que. 
ſtion the Beauty and Perfection of their dear! I 
loved Children. Theſe Practices, from 
Cauſes, have fo corrupted the Chriſtian Neigen 
that were the Primitive Chriſtians ſet 
the Stage of the World, they would wonder, thi 
from the fame Goſpel chere ſhould proceed ſuch df 
ferent Practices. 

The Proteſtants have all; I think, that I eval 
knew in Power, been guilty of too many unchriſtim 
Warmths and Perſecutions, cho' not comparable ty 
the popiſh Maflacres, Burnings, Torrures, and u 

— ons; and ſurely, if we will but ey A = 
Viels, we ſhall hardly be of Opini chat the | 
hath proceeded from a Eheim Tem 
per, out of Love to the Puniſned; but becauſe thoſi 
unfortunate Wretches either crofled our Purpoſes 
or offended us in not ſubmitting to our ſuperior 
Parts and Judgments. It can hardly be ſinful, {ince 
the contrary is not commanded, for pious and 
Men to meet and to exhort one the other to lead 
new Lives, and to be mindful of the great Love d 
Chriſt, to love him out of Gratitude, and to love | 
their Nei ghbours as themſelves, becauſe that was 
one of his great Laws. And if "they ſhould break 
Bread, and take that with ſome Wine, in Comme 
morarion of the Death of Chriſt, ſurely if ther 
was no Prieſt with them, it could be no „Utenee, or 
unacceptable to God; tho' I muſt ſay, that for m 
part, ſince the Chriſtian Government has made 
Overſeers, whom they call Biſhops, and Prieſts to 
officiate in holy Things, Iwill willingly receive the 
Sacrament 5 their 9 and no others. 

I believe Thave ſufficiently roved the Verity and 
Excetlency of the Chriſtian Religion, by which it 
N a Religion worthy of To and beneficial 


to 


=. an) 
Mankind. I have proved, 14 all * & 
ela and Powers, pretended to be 98 


bn. a ſort. 0 Mer by Heaven, who call themſelves 
E Cucceſlors tors of the Apoſtles, ary Cheats, and 914 
A 1805 758 their own; in one Word, Prieftcraft. In 
tion IRA is no Succeſſion of Priefthood re- 
Fn e to be done by a Prieſt; 
thi 5 45 0 bern br fore, all theſe Faneies are wWic- 
dic ed, and many of them e Eh Cheats, in or- 


ler t magnify themſelves only. And therefore, 
on Man knows no more of G than what it has 

leaſed God to reveal to Man of himſelf, God has 
pointed us ng, Interpreter, no Explainer ; 5. We 
ire therefore to believe in God only, and of 
God, only, in, and as the Words of the Revelation 
zprels, and 9 ꝗ 85 is all that can be reaſonably re- 
* N us to believe; this is Truth, and warran- 
holt A by the Word of God, and by Reaſon, and 
lere it ractiſed we ſhould find a 3 Temper, a 
iſtian Face and Appearance | in all our 
hurch Concerns. 


1 And now I have ſhewed, and made out my Pro- 
en nſe, and have given a full Account how, and from 
e of hence, the Diviſions and Separations among us Pro- 


eſtants came. I will now proceed, and ſhow you how to 
deal thoſe Rents and Breaches among us Proteſtants. 
The chief Occaſion of our Diſcord. is the Pride 
f the Priefts : They do not ſay they are infallible ; 
Wut what is worſe, act as if they were fo, and 

rom , thence they exact a ſtrict Compliance to 
eir Articles and Creeds, not warranted by the 
olpel, and by that they give too juſt an Occaſion 
o thoſe that diſſent from them to juſtify their Sepa- 
ation. As for Example, if what I have faid is 
rue, then Athanafius's Creed is not conformable to 
e Word of God, to oblige Men to come up to 
ll thoſe high Conceits not warranted by Scripture, 


nd to declare all thoſe that will not, or cannot, aſ- 
. ſent 


ed Religion, and then we ſhould want no other Act off 


i r . 3 
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ſent to them, to be damned; this is harſh,” and ni 

conformable to the Goſpel Rules, and therefih 
ought to be omitted ; as alſo, the Nicene Creed, "be. 
_ cauſe the unintelligible Raptures contained in it ate 
not-ſd expreſſed in Scripture. Now, tho Cuſtom 
Education, and the Arts and Induſtry of the 'Clep: 


1 
— 
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gy, and the Unwillingneſs to come under Incapad a 
nies, and the Favours of the Government, may cc che. 
fion a Compliance from many; and, tho” many fu that 


pine and indolent Perſons had rather have the Cleſ 
8 (uhole Buſinels they ſay it is) think for thei 
rather than to be at the trouble to think for them 
ſelves: Let ſuch is the Energy, and Force of thele 
glaring Fruths, that they do occafion Doubts i 
conſidering © Perſons who hold Communion” with 
us; and theſe Things muſt give too juſt an handle 
to maintain Diviſions, and to juſtify a Separation 
from us. I do therefore wiſh, and -ſhall be glad 
to fee our Church made ftronger, and her Founda- 
tions laid upon the ſolid Rock of Truth and reveal-W 
Comprehenſion, for that tyould ſilence and reclaim 
eiiier. 
| i erefore what I have wrote is Truth, and in- 
diſputably true, I will venture to recommend ano- 
ther Teton, and I ſhould be glad to ſee the 
Church undertake fo neceſſary a Work From 
thence, if any, it muſt begin, and they only can ac- 
complifh it; and they ought to ſet about ſo neceſſary 
aService out of pure Zeal for Religion, and in or- 
der to procure a ſolid Peace, and a deſirable Unity 
among Chriſtians, and to aboliſh deteſtable Errors 
that have o long perplexed the Church, and bred 
Diſcord, and confonnded the Peace of the King! 
dom, and td ſecure the Church from ever being 
more in danger; which Perils proceed from no- 
thing fo much as her own Errors. ©. JOE 
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d e firſt Place, they ſhould cenſure and 
efoft e that ſcandalous, infamous, and "= 
„be mous-Pretence of neceſſary Orders from 

tar Hes, ; the ftrange manner of making Biſhops a 
ſtom Briefs, and the Chancellors Courts, which are often 
Der fd with Lay-Chancellors, whocan bind and abſolve, 
dad Power veſted only in the pedigreed Prieft, — 
ee therefore muſt be a great Scandal to them to find 
Tü 


that Power es and abuſed. The Ordina- 
n of Miniſters might 3 be put in a better 


thod. How many poor, illiterate Fellows, by 
dem being related to an old doting Biſhop, or his La- 
hefe dy, or 2 „ a e _ by 1 an 
8 in Steward's, — far 
with — — ec — 3 by: — ſuch 
adle nay wry, Tr Herd at an Ordination? 
tion hings have we known? Theſe 
lad Mer — have made — Servants, and 
da- Handicrafts Men: But many of them have 
eal- pailed, and have bb their Profeſſion. 
2 of WF Some of them have been fo filled with Pride, from 
aim the Thoughts of their undelible Character (for the 
veaker they are, the more theſe empty Ideas poſſeſs 
in- them) that they have proved a Plague to their Couns 
no- try, and, in bad Times, for ſuch good Services, have 


the themſelves been made Biſhops ; — what a worthy 
om Succeffion muſt this be? It was in effect the old Wife, 

ac- er Couſin, that ordained him, but becauſe at their 
ry Recommendation the old Biſhop laid his Hands on 


his empty Noddle, he is immediately God's Ainbaſ- 
—_ And, what horrid Prop haneneſs ig it to 


ty 

IS" could impoſe upon Men, chat God 
ed 42 ed ? ———ů— 
g-' ſhould ſerve him in a Manner acc tohim, 
ns and believe Things worthy of him. If an earthly 


Potentate ſhould give an old doting Man, govern d 
by tas old Wie, or Knave Servant, Power at his 
n 2 * 1 af his * 


rr 


= 
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Servant, te lay his Hands upon 4s many as he⸗ or 
;pleaſed ; and that they, and every one uf 
chem, 83 fit or unfit, faithful or we be from 
that Time his Stewards for Life; and, that they 
had Power to pardon and forgive his dad "Tenants 
their Debts, and-ill -uſe the good ones;. yet for all 
that, there muſt be no removing of them, becauſe 
the old Man had given them a of his 
_ having laid his Hands on them: Surely ſuch" a 
Grant would ſeem ſtrange. The E is o 
2 I need not make it; and the Application! fils 
me with Horror, when J think of it. 
And ſince we do not pretend to adore che Bread 
and Wine, we ſnould not be obliged to receive them 
Eneeling; but you will tell me, Jet my Meaning be 
har it will, my. Argument never: ſo good, and 
Intentions even what I pretend, — that the 
- Church, whoſe chiefeſſ Aim is 224 and Pow- 
er, will never come into my Meaſures, or enter 
upon Conſideration that may ſeem to tell them 
they have been in the wrong, or may leſſen 
* cheir Authority, or abate their lenke and that 
* * therefore my Pains and Labour will be in vain. To 
eaſe the Church therefore of: theſe Jealouſies and 
empty Fears, I will expreſs my en Clearly, 
and at large, op this Head. 11 
T tale it to be the Intereſt ah rotary Govern- 
ment to have their Subjects taught, and inſtructed 
in the Principles of true Religion and Morality. 
And Ltake it to be the Duty of the Chriftian Ma- 
giſtrate, as well as his Intereſt, to have his Subjects 
well grounded in the Chriſtian Religion, and there- 
fore I believe they ought: to appoint Teachers and 
Overſeets for that Purpoſe, and thoſe we may call 
Biſhops or Prieſts, and thoſe Teachers ought to 
have great Honour and large Revenues, not only 
to e them to do the more Good, and to create 
a eu to them — the . but alſo to in- 


vite 


— 
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vite Men of the beſt Parts and Quality.to.undertake. 
that: honourable, holy, and neceſlary: Profeſſion. 
I think there [ought to be no little, ſcandalous Sti- 
pend alotted, nor any Plurahty admitted. And, at 
the ſame Time I may believe, if I lived in a Coun- 
try where the Eceleſiaſticks did no good with their 
Eſtates, where their Riches were immenſe, con- 
ſumed only upon uſeleſs Drones, and unprofitable 
Recluſes, I might then, perhaps, for. the. Good of 
my Country, wiſh to unhive them. But why ſhould 
ſuch a Thing be ſo much as thought on here, for our 
Clergy keep Houſe, breed up Sons and Daughters, 
and pay Taxes, like other Men, to the Publick; and 
my.own Family, in future Vacancies, may be as like as 
others to have a Share of thoſe Honours and Profits, 

I would therefore do nothing tolefſen them. If I took 
W away their vexatious, uſeleſs Courts, ſo ruinous to the 
Poor, I wonld allow a Recompence for it, which the 
Country would willingly pay. I would alſo ex- 
change their Tithes for Land or Stipends, for the 
paying of Tithes is inconvenient for the Parſon; as 
well as for the Pariſhioners ; and it is a national 
Loſs, for it diſcourages Induftry, and wrongs the 
Poor. Were I but Orator ſufficient to give theſe 
neceſſary Truths their proper Colours, I ſhould 
then; convince the Church of the Conveniency and 
Neceſſity of what I have here offered; as alſo, that 
the religious Part was warranted. by the Word of 
God, and that the putting it in Practice would tend 
to the Peace, Unity, and Advancement of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion; and then why ſhould I doubt of their 
coming into my Meaſures? | . 
The Church did once make a Reformation, be- 
cauſe they thought it neceſſary; and why, if they 
thought another Reformation of as much moment, 
full as neceſſary, ſhould I deſpair of their attempt- 
ing of it? The Church has, I will not ſay more Ho- 
peſty, but I will venture to ſay, more Learning, 
n . 1 than 
f 


111 
than our firſt Reformers could brag of; but indeed, 
of late, our Morals have been ſtrangely depraved, 
and by nothing mote than by theſe: Detnſions, and 
proud Aſſumptions of ſome Clergymen ; from 
whence Men have grown Supine and Indolent, in 
Matters relating to their eternal Welfare. For they 
have been taught, or have eaſily learned, that 
'thoſe that called themſelves Prieſts, could bind and 
looſe in Heaven and Earth; fo that they believed, 
that they might live in all Diſſoluteneſs imaginable; 
and yet, if they were zealous for the undelible 
Character, it would be grateful, and would oblige 
thoſe Ambaſſadors of Heaven, to abſolve them up- 
on very eaſy Terms, and from thence they never 
queſtioned their Salvation. © 0 = 
The Church of England is only that Form of 

Worſhip, that is eſtabliſhed by Act of Parliament; 
but the Chriſtian Church is, properly, the whole 
People of England, repreſented either in Perſon, ot 
by their Repreſentatives in Parliament; they made 
the firft Reformation, and if they ever happen to 
be as careful of Religion, as that Parliament was, 
why ſhould we deſpond of a ſecond Reformation? 
The Biſhops and the Clergy, did no otherwiſe occa- 
ſion the firſt Reformation, than our preſent Clergy 
do a Second; and that was by their ſeandalous Be- 
haviour and Practices, which made it ſeem abſolutely 
Neceſſary. It is true, the Clergy do pleaſe them- 
Fetves with their Fancy of their being the Church 
but we all know, that that learned great Body, 
For indeed there are many, who for their Learning, 
Piety, and Moderation, arenot only the Ornament 
- of our eftabliſhed Church, but an Honour to the 
Kingdom ; and to their Prayers and pious Endea- 
vours, under God, we owe all the Good that is left 
us: But we all know, that when that great Body is 


* 


met in both Houſes of Convocation, they can neither 


add or diminiſn the moſt neceſſary Thing in the World, 
6 nor 


(39) - 


ed, WI nor omit or alter the moſt inſignificant Form or CS: 
ed; WW remony. Sometimes every individual Parſon w. 

ind i tell us, that he is the Church, and to pleaſe him ar 

om em, I yo | — — both — be inviſible 
in Churches, but the Parliament is the only vifible 
e Chtureh, and to that Church therefore I direct my 
hat Diſeourfſe, and Appeal. I may, I believe, affirm. 


that whatever is agreeing with the Attributes of 
God, tnay be Religion but F am. certain, that 
whatever does not agree with the Attributes of God; 
is no part of the Religion introduced by the bleſſed 
ſeſus, or taught by his Apoſtles. All I defire; all 
Icontend for, is this, That nothing ought to be im- 
poſed on us ro aſſent to, that nothing ought to be 
made an Article of our Faith, but what is expreſs d 
in the very Words of the Scripture, as well as 
Chat they tell us is in the Senſe and Meaning of 
the Scripture ; the one, we know, is the pure Word 
of God, the other often the Suggeſtions of Mens 
Prejudice, as well as of their wild Fancies, calcu- 
lated to ſerve ſome hidden purpoſes ; we know 
that ſuch Things have been. | 


Thus you ſee I have performed my Promiſe ; 


T have fairly ſeparated and diſtinguiſhed between 
5 WH Religion and Prieſtcraft; and you may eaſily ob- 
© ſerve, that when the Clergy have deviated from 


ly WE thoſe Rules, they have perplexed the Conſcienees 
n- WW of Men, and to gratify their own Pride, have di- 
13 ſturb'd the Peace of the World, have invaded 
7 the Province of the Almighty, and by their frivo- 
g, lous Pretences, they would force God to act con- 
nt trary to his Juſtice, Mercy and Wiſdom. Where- 
1c fore I ſhall conclude with the following Prayer of 
1 Tertullian: Exert thy ſelf all powerful and divine 


Truth, and interpret thy own Scriptures, which if An- 
is . e known, Antiquity had not been. | 


1 
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f at Excellent Theqphilus, nee,, r I ha 
know your Zeal for the eſtabliſſi d Church, your MW knov 
Concern for the Publick, and your Friendſhip I Time 
ted me, will ſuggeſt to you many uneaſy Things. lick! 
irſt, that many of our Bigots and Zealots for the court 
Gorch, will chooſe to leave the Church and turn ¶ chan 
Papiſts, or any Thing rather than they will make the p 
the leaſt Complyance, in order to invite, or indeed, N other 
admit the Diflenters, that Generation of Vipers, MW do C 
into their Churches; and then that the greateſſ ſl chuſ 
Condeſcention imaginable, will never prevail with I enjo: 


an inveterate Diſſenter, to enter the Doors, or to 
fit in the ſame Places of Worſhip with thoſe that 
hate them, and have perſecuted them, and have de- 
moliſned the Houſes, in which they uſed to meet 
to ſerve God. So that if what I would have were 
poſſible to be effected, the Conſequence would pro- 
bably be pernicious, and that by making this pub; 
lick, I ſhould do no Service, but only expoſe my 
{lf to the Malice and I!l-will of all, Parties. Why 
\ then, ſuppoſe this ſhould be the Caſe, yet I can 
4 hardly believe, but that wiſe and good. Men, 
= will comply with Truth and Reaſon, and with what 
is to be found in the revealed Word of God, and ſuch 
is: every Thing that I have offered. I never knew 
Truth ſhamed, I have known it neglected at pre- 
ſent, but in the End, it always got the Aſcendant; 
if Lhave been guilty of any Error, if they will con- 
1 | vince me, Iwill not be aſhamed to retract, and pub- 
= lickly to recant ; but can it become an honeſt Man 
to refrain from doing Good, to forbear attempting 
; to ſerre his Country, and be afraid to endeavour 
= | to promote Grace, and to ſeek the Salyation, both of 
| the Souls and. Bodies of his Friends and Neigh- 
bours, and of. the whole Nation (and that I call 


1 God to Witneſs, is all I aim at in what I have pub- 
liſhed) out of a diſmal Apprehenſion that wicked, 
i K ö ! 

Pike £3 . | | 


il 
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n Men ſhould be angry, and not approve of what 
I have well done? If this ſhould be the Event, you 
know my bodily Infirmities have, for a long 
Time,rendered me uncapable of appearing in pub- 
lick Buſineſs, and I ſhall no more want, than I ſhall 
court their Favours ; but ſhould I ſuffer more 
than a little, I ſhall do no more than my Betters, 
the, primitive Chriſtians did before me; and for no 
other Reaſon, than becauſe they endeavoured to 
do Good to the World, and J hope I ſhall always 
chuſe to ſuffer for Righteouſneſs ſake, rather thap 
enjoy the Pleaſures of Sin for a Seaſon, 
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